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The Plant Kingdom

levels, and in cold temperate regions on rocky coasts the develop-
ment of algae between tide levels is very luxuriant. Macroscopic
algse range in size from small plants which are hardly visible to
large ones many meters in length,

Fresh-water vegetation. In fresh'water, as in salt water, micro-
scopic floating algse are very abundant, and among them diatoms
are numerous. The macroscopic vegetation differs very greatly
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FIG. 279. Scene in Arizona desert
Note the conspicuous giant cacti (Carnegiea). Photograph by
Dr. Forest Shreve
from that of salt water, as flowering plants predominate over the
algae, while the algse are small as compared with those of salt
water. The macroscopic plants may be divided into three gen-
eral classes: submerged plants, rooted plants with floating leaves,
and floating plants.
In general, plants which are entirely submerged grow in deepei
water than do those with floating leaves. The conducting anc
strengthening tissues are very poorly developed in submergec
plants. As they float hi the water, they do not need strengthen-